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TITLE: Development of Support Spaces for At-Risk Youth
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Provinces: Strategic Approaches and Implementation
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CLASSIFICATION: Unclassified

This research aimed to 1) study the narcotics situation and
public concerns regarding youth at risk of drug abuse in the Southern border
provinces; 2) identify problems and obstacles in addressing issues of at-risk
youth in the Southern border provinces; and 3) propose guidelines for
developing areas to accommodate youth at risk of drug abuse in the
Southern border provinces. This qualitative research employed document
analysis and interviews with key informants from relevant agencies, including
the Internal Security Operations Command Region 4 Forward Command (ISOC
Region 4), Office of Narcotics Control Board Region 9, experts, and civil society
working on drug issues in the area.

The findings revealed that: 1) The drug situation in the area is
severe and complex, with methamphetamine being the most prevalent drug.
Youth aged 15-24 years constitute the largest group in rehabilitation
programs, with approximately 67,000-134,000 at-risk youth and more than




68,232 children outside the educational system; 2) Key problems and
obstacles include overlapping management structures, lack of integration
among agencies, difficulties in reaching at-risk youth, outdated database
systems, limitations in resources and personnel, and insufficient effective
spaces for at-risk youth; 3) The development guidelines for accommodating
at-risk youth are proposed as the integrated SBP Model, comprising S-Security
(safety and security in the area), B-Bridges (creating connections between
youth and society), and P-Participation (involvement of all sectors). Various
recommended support spaces include creative safe zones, life and
vocational skills development centers, integrated religious and educational

centers, community peace centers, and strong family networks.

Policy ~recommendations include developing integration
mechanisms between agencies, allocating sufficient and continuous
resources and budgets, developing a central database system for at-risk
youth, and establishing special measures for the Southern border provinces.
Operational recommendations include establishing special task forces at the
local level, developing model areas in each district, developing personnel
capacity and creating networks in the area, and implementing systematic

monitoring and evaluation.
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