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TITLE: Development and strengthening of personnel capacity
Before entering the field for Army personnel working in

malaria-infected areas along the Thai border.
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Malaria is an animal-to-human disease that has long been a major
global health problem in Thailand. The Health Organization reports a steady
decline in malaria trends of more than 75% in 55 countries around the world.
Thailand finds most cases along the border with cross-border population
movement. There is also the problem of drug-resistant malaria which is a
problem of countries in the Mekong region because of the knowledge of the
disease and limited (less) prevention methods. The Global Malaria Program aims
to eradicate malaria and pushing countries with a malaria rate of less than 1 per
thousand to inhabit malaria. After, upgrading the policy from malaria control to
malaria elimination has resulted in a dramatic reduction of malaria in the global
malaria situation. Ministry of Public Health (MOPH) by the Department of Disease
Control developed a strategic plan to eliminate malaria in Thailand has a vision
for Thailand to be free from malaria by 2024, which is in line with the Royal Thai
Army action plan on capacity building and readiness of the military for national

defense. The goal is for the Army to be ready for combat in terms of military



equipment, training, education, and able to continue combat operations within

a specified period of time and the border situation is peaceful.

This study aims to develop potential and review the course of
action. Moreover, provide knowledge about malaria to pre-deploy and post-
deploy of the army forces currently in use. By analyzing environmental factors
to determine the strategy to bring appropriate information to the Royal Thai
Army including, cognitive development and determination of malaria
eradication measures in the future, as well as to assess the appropriate
diagnosis, treatment and protection services to troops. In particular, troops
operating far away are difficult to reach and are more likely to suffer from
malaria easily. Moreover, the information are gained from this study can benefit

soldiers of other countries who are also battling the malaria epidemic.
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