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The problem of insurgency and violence in the three southern
border provinces of Thailand, which started to intensify in 2004, was caused
by poverty, the government’s overlooking of infrastructure development,
and especially, the fact that Thai state officials failed to operate in
conjunction and harmony with the cultural context and the identity of the
people living in the area due to their lack of understanding. The issue has
become a condition misused by a group of agitators and troublemakers
wishing to spread distorted historical information and any information leading
to social and religious conflicts. The Royal Thai Army takes on the role of a
major organization responsible for the resolution of the problem with an
attempt to implement military and developmental strategies to win the
minds and hearts of the local people which could promote unity and mutual
collaboration. This research, hence, aimed to investigate the problem
through the review of the volumes of Yutthagos Magazine and Senathipat

Journal published from 2004 to 2021. The research found that the reviewed



documents proposed sguidelines were appropriate for the resolution of the
problem since they met the social contexts and were consistent to the 20-

3

year National Strategy and the Understanding, Accessibility, and
Development” Principle initiated by King Bhumibol. The proposed guidelines

could contribute to successful resolution and bring peace to the area.
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